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The National Council on U.SArab Relations is pleased to provithe fourteenthedition ofthe Council Chroniclethe
Council's newsletter. Théhronicleseeks to keep the Council's alumni, donors, and other suggpiorfermed and
updated. One among other efforts to do so on an ongoing basis is achieved by presenting highlights and speci
related to the Council's yeasund educational programs, events, and activiiesnew readers interested in learning
more about the Council's vision and mission, together with the ways and means it utilizes to pursue both, pleas
the Council's Web site atusar.org.

About the National Council on U.S-Arab Relations

Founded in 1983, the National Council is an American educationabnodit, hongovernmental organization
dedicated to improving American knowledge and understanding of the Arab world. It endeavors to do this throt
leadership development, peojitepeople programs, academic seminars, an annuatBr&bpolicymakers'
conference, specialized publications, and the participation of American students and faculty in Arab world stud
and Arabic language learning experiences as well as intensiveoygat and summer university student internships
combined with an academic seminar in the nation's capital.

The Council'svisionfor the U.S-Arab relationships onethat rests on a solid, enduring foundation of strategic,
economic, political, commerciadnd defense cooperation, strengthened continuously by exchanges of present a
emerging leaders among Americans and Arabs alike.

The Council'amissionis educational. It seeks to enhance American awareness and appreciation of tfeceatatiand
innumeable benefits the United States has long derived and continues to obtain from its relations with the Arak

In pursuit of its mission, the Council serves as ad8s/@b relations programmatic, informational, and human resou
clearinghouse. In sdoing, it provides cutting edge information and insight to national, state, and local grassroot:
organizations, media, and public policy research institutes, in addition to select community civic, religious, busi
and professional associations.
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Annual University Student Washington, DC
Internship Program: May - August 2011

The National Cancil's Model Arab League/Aral.S. Relations Youth Leadership Development Progran
has been linked for many years to the Counaitisual University Student Washington, DC Summer
Internship Program. TheSummer Intern fdgram's participants are alumni oéthodels and other rising
young American leaders of tomorrow. U.S. Ambassador Edward Gnehm (Ret.) made it posdibl@@drt
program to be administer@gjainin association with The George Washington University's (GWU) Institu
for Middle East Studiem the Elliott School of International Affairs. Ambassador Gnehm is a member o
GWU facultywhere he ishe Kuwait Professor of Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Affaks in previous years,
the 21 InternshipProgram provided fertile training ground andiavaluable firsthand professional work
experience for young American leaders interested in a career devoted to improviAgdb.&lations.

The program, which lasted fromay 31- August 5 provided32 students an
THEGEORGE | opportunity t o wor H8oiganizatiomsinvaivadin ooen 6
WASHINGTON || \ay or another in efforts to improve Ar&hS. relations. The experience is one
UNIVERSITY . .
s | that could not possibly be duplica
o onal | studies on campus. In addition to their time assisting with theeafbigtines of
The National Council " |40 nost organizations, the interns met and were briefed as well as mentore
expresses its appreciatior| . C - .
to The George Washingtol several times a week by some of America's most renowned specialists in

University and The Elliot | international relations as they pertain to the Arab world.
Schoolof International
Affairs for the use ofits | By design, the primary focus tife academic component of the program cente
sglr'i'g%rn‘:‘?:g'rtﬁef%’;ﬁ on a sukregion of the Arab countries, the Middle East, and the Islamic world:
Program in Pl Arabia and the GulfThe reason relates to three truisms with implications for

the nationi American and ot her c o eststobjecivespandreatiod
First, this particular region, together with its maritime and aviation routes, ha
long been regarded globally as the epicenter of the most strategically and economically vital energy r

that drive the engines oftheor | d6s economi es.
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As these maps illustrate, the academic focus of the internship program is on Arabia and the Gulf which, despite being of
strategic and economic importance globally, remains little understood by most Americans and many. others
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National Council Internship Program participants visited anc  National Council Internship Program participants metith
were briefed byliplomats at the U.S. Department of State.  and were briefed by DiAbderrahim Foukara Washington
DC bureau chef for Al-Jazeera, during a visit to Alazeera's
Washington offices andtudio.

SecondArabia and the Gulf arigont and center among some of the most pressing international issues
relatingto war and peace as well as world economic growth. Indeadhi¢ ione part of the planet more th:
any other to which, on three separate occasions, large numbers of American and other foreign armec
have been mobilized and deployed in the past quarter of a century. Thdgthiegimportance to much of
humankindrepresented bthese nine countrigsBahrain, Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
United Arab Emirates, and Yemens undeniableDespite this, the number of Americans who specialize
this subregion and its member states, or tagitimately claim to be welinformed about the external and
internal political dynamics of these countries, remains exceptionally limited.

Accordingly, one of the programbés objectives
as knowledgeabl e of Arabia and the Gulfds int
the lectures address issues related to the mesnbeat e s systems of govern
and social development, as well asign affairs, on one hand, and, on the other, the relationships of th
United States witlthis Arab subregionand its neighbors andvice versa.

The interns gather for a final meeting at the Summer National Council President and CEO Dr. John Duke Anthon
Wrap-Up Session before returning to their home addresses interns on the topic of "Understanding the Arakb
universitiesto continue their studies World: Lenses Through Which to Look and Learn"
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Internship Program alumni currently serve asaetiplomats in American embassies in the Arab world, i
U.S. government executive branch agencies as well as Congressional committees dealing-ArdbU.S.
policy issues, major national and international print as well as broadcast media, leading America
corporations engaged in U-Arab trade, investment, technology cooperation, and the establishment of
commercial ventures, and as teachers of Arabic and Arab area studies in American universities.

The ArabU.S. relations programs, activities, amahétions represented by theghteerorganizations and
corporations that provided the professional W
Included among their missions and activities are educational development and exchange ybamdnthl
guarterly publications, humanitarian relief, public broadcasting, academic area studies, international
transportation, foreign trade, and peace and justice advocacy. An additional feature of the Internship
Is site visits to public and privasector institutions such as Arab embassies, energy corporations,
congressional committees, and government agencies.

An intern program participant with Ms. Harriet Fulbright, The interns meet with angverebriefed by National Council
President of thel. William & Harriet Fulbright Center and Arab World Journalism Intern alumnus Mr. Afshin Molavi,

Founder ofHarriet Fulbright Collegeat the program's Senior Research Fellow at the New America Foundation ar
Summer Wrap Up session. author of The Soulof Iran: A Nation's Journey to Freedom.

Administeringthe 2011 program were National Council President Dr. John Duke Anthony as Chairman
lead lecturerDirector of Student Programs Megan Geissler as Coordinator, and staff méosédfdbrand,
Chel®y Boggs and Colin Mooras Assistants. Included among the many lecturers bsetdussein Ibish,
Senior Research FellgWwhe American Task Force on PalestiDe. Peter Bechtold, former longtime
Chairman, Center for Near East and North Africa Countryfaed Studies, George Schultz National
Foreign Affairs Training Center, U.S. Department of StBtk Corcoran, President, American Near East
Refugee Aigd AmbassadodoespheBaron,formerU.S. Ambassador tQatarand MauritaniaMajor General
Mohammad AlKeshky, Air, Army, Navy, and Marine AttachEmbassy of Egyp#fshin Molavi, Senior
Research Fellow, American Strategy Progriiew America Foundation, and Alumnus, National Council
U.S-Arab Relations Morris Arab World Journalism Progrdn. Ahmed Achrati, Academic Director,
Arabic Language & Culture Institute, Georgetown Univergiybassador Ronald Neumann, President
American Academy of Diplomag¢yohn Moran, Distinguished Diplomat-Residence at the National
Councilandcareer member of the U.Senior Foreign Servicdmbassador Walt Cutler, Presidéfineritus
Meridian International CenteWassane ZailachDeputy Chief of MissionEmbassy of the Kingdom of
Moroccg andAmbassador Maen Rashid Areikat, Chief Representative of the Palestingation
Organization Mission to United States
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Fall 2011 Model Arab Leagues

Northeast Regional Mbdel Arab League
Boston, MA- Novembei-6

The 2A.1 Northeastern University Regional Area Model
(NERMAL), convened at Northeastern University in Boston
November-6, succeeded on multiplevels. Student
delegates debated and passed resolutions on numerous di
topics reflecting the redife domestic dynamics and policy
chall enges presently facin
memberstatesSchools participating in the 2011 Northeaste
Regional Model includedsimmons CollegeUniversity of
Massachusetts LowelNortheastern UniversifyColby

College University of Massachusetts Bostéfitchburg State

0

t he
The Northeast Regional Model Secretary
General awards a certificate to student delegat
from the United Stags Military Academy at Wes
Point for outstanding represetattion of their
country's policies and positions.

22 Le

D

al | of

University, Converse CollegdJniversity of PittsburghBard

College Emmanuel Colge Endicott CollegeUnited States Military Academy at West Poiiassachusett:
Institute of TechnologyDrake University andRoger Williams University

Student delegates in the Council on Palestinian Affairs
collaborate in drafting a resolution.

Student delegates display their award for Outstanding
Delegation at the Northeast Regional Model.

The Northeast Regional Model SecretaGeneral
congratulates a Council Chair on her successful leadership
the Council of Arab Economic Ministers

Student delegates vote on a resolution in the Council on

Political Affairs.
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Capital Area Regional Model Arab League
Washington, DG Novemberl2-13

The National Council, in partnershipwithtBee or get own Uni versity Gr ad!
Center for Contemporary Arab Studié®sted the Third Annual Capital Area Regional Model November
13, 2011.The formation of the Capital Area Regional
Model Arab League in association with Georgetown
University is the result of a pair of complementary forc:
and factors. One is the continuing national need for
greater knowledge and understanding of the Arab worl
the United States. The other is the extraordinary
popul arity of the Counci
The latter event has been convened annually each spr
in Washington, DC fonearly three decadeshat Model
typically has more than 300 parpaints. Always filled to
overflowing, the National Model Arab League has long
been unable to accommodate the many additional
numbers of students and universities eager to be allow
to participate. Hence, the establishment of an additioni
Model ArabLeagué n t he nati onds

Student delegates vote on an amendment to a
resolution in the Council on Environmental Affairs at
Georgebwn University's Capital Area Model.

Over100students fronMcDaniel CollegeBloomsburg Uniersity, Université Laval University of the
District of ColumbiaGeorge Washingtobniversity, York College College of William& Mary, Millersville
University, andChristopher Newport Universitpok part inthesetwo days of debate on Arab world issues
one of Americads | eadi n dSingeitssircaptionih 20@9ntise Capftal Areia yld
has grown in size each yeahefocus of the debatedt hi s y e aanded frofdie t\wlutions in
Tunisia, Egypt, and Libyap civil dynamics, economic and social development, and defense as well as
environmental cooperation.

Highlights included openingessiorremarks byStephen McinerneyexecutiveDirectorof the Project on
Middle East Democragyand closing session remarksiRH Prince Abdul Aziz Bin Talal Bin Abdul Aziz
Al Saudas well as National Council President & CEO Dr. John Duke Anthony.

Student delegates confer while drafting a restibn in the Student delegatewith HRH Prince Abdul Aziz Bin Talal Bin
Council on Political Affairs at the Capital Area Model Abdul Aziz Al Saudlisplay their certificates for Outstanding
Representation of their assigned coundrypolicies and
positiors.
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The National Council Organizes and Escorts a
Delegation of United Stated\ir Force Academy Cadets
on a Study Visit to the UAE

The National Council on U.SArab Relations, in e
coordination with the Emirates Center for Strategic Studies =~ R o . .l sgadly sl all 2 lalll 5,
and Resaah (ECSSR)1 Organ|zed and Iemavember 18 ‘_:_:_— The Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Research

28, 2011study visit to the United Arab Emirates for the

United Stateg\ir Force Academyf{USAFA) in Colorado Springs, Colorad®he Academy's delegation was
comprised oten Cadets and two faculty memhemhevisit provided theCadetsan opportunity to explore
the dynamics of some of the major economic, political, and social determinants of UAE culture as wel
country's modernization and development.

Escorted by National Council Executive Vice
President Patrick Mancin¥ice President Amy
Greenleeand staff member Byron Lewit)e
participants visited the Emirates of Abu Dhabi and
Dubai. Delegation members met with and were
briefed by officials at th&JAE Joint Command and
Staff College, the office of the Chief of Staff of the
UAE Military, Al Dhafra Air base, the Critical
National Infrastructural Authority (CNIA), Zayed I
Military Academy, the Abu Dhabi National Oll

| - Company (ADNOC)the UAE Ministry of Foreign
The National Council's delegation from the Affairs, Abu Dhabi Media Company, Dubai

U.S.Air Force Academy visits the - Aerospace Enterprise, and other sifldwey also
Sheikh Zayed Mosque in Abu Dhabi participated in four academic workshops at ECSSI

met with officials from the UAE Ministry of
Presidential Affairs' Center for Documentation and Research, and were briefed by US Ambassador tc
UAE Michael Corbinand embassy staff. In addition, tBadetsvere introduced to a maritime variant of
UAE traditional culture while navigating the vilotawvaterfront commerce of the Emirate of Dubai on a
dhow a traditional Arab wooden sailing vessel, and exploring th@ipera traditions of the Emirate of Abt
Dhabi in its heritage village exhibitions, together with the ECSSR seminar, publicatiomshand
educational activities.

A U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet with an instructor from the  The Council's U.S Air Force Academy delegation visits the
Khalifa bin Zayed Air College UAE Ministry of Presidential Affairs' National Center for
Documentationand Research in Abu Dhabi, one of the

foremost centers of its kind in the Arab and Islamic worlds.
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National Council Congressional &Public Affairs Briefings

Libya From the Front Lines
August 9, 2011 and August 11, 2011

TheNational Councipartneredvith the Bilateral U.SArab Chamber of Commerce to presént i b y a

t he Fr o nmwith M. iRichard Ayton, recent Stabilization Advisor to the British Special Represent:
to Libya. The program was presented in Houston, TX on August 9, 2011 Wakhington, DC on August

11, 2011, each time at the local office of Bracewell & Giuliani LLP. Mr. Ayton shared with the audienc
first-hand intelligence on the political and commercial situation in Libya and the likely outlook for busir
interestghere. He was deployed in early April 2011 to Benghazi to support pokders with analysis and
insight based on deep engagement at all levels of the National Transitional Council and revolutionary
Mr. Ayton is a Director at Aegis, a Londdrased specialist risk management and security firm.

Dynamics of Palestine in the Cominfyrab & UN Season$§ Five Perspectives
September 14, 2011

On September 14, 2011, the National Council and the International Council for Middle East Studies c
sponsored discussiononthB Dy nami cs of Pal estine i n itFike Cc
Per s p e atthe mtersational Law Institute. Participating specialists were Dr. Philip Giraldi, Execuf
Director, Council on the National Interest and former CIA ceutdrrorism specialist and military
intelligence officer who served in Turkey, Italy, Germany, and Spain; Dr. Fousiahr, Distinguished
Palestinian Writer, Poet, Academic, and JourndlistNorton Mezvinsky, President, International Counci
for Middle East Studiesyir. Mark Perry, American author specializing in Military Intelligence and Foreic
Affairs Analysis; and Mr. Jeffrey Steinberg, Senior Editor, Journalist, and Lecturer on Middle East anc
International Security Affairs. Professor Don Wallage, Chairman, International Law Institute and Chair
International Council for Middle East Studies, served as chair of the discussion. An audio recording o
briefing is available from the Nati onwebsitetCounc
(www.ncusar.ory

(left to right) Professor Don Wallace, Jrand (left to right) Dr. Norton Mezvinsky Dr. Philip Giraldi,
Dr. Fouzi EI-Asmar. Mr. Jeffrey SteinbergandMr. Mark Perry.
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What Lies Ahead for America in Arabia and the Gulf?:
Analyses and Prognoses
September 15, 2011

On September 132011, the National Council hoste
AWhat Lies Ahead for A
Gul f ?: An al y s ensheRagbdrn P
House Office Buildingon Capitol Hill in
Washington, DCThe program featured commentat
and analysis from senior leaders at the Gulf Rese:
Center (GRC)an independent think tartkat
supporsthe decision making on political,
economical, sociahnd security issues related bet
GCC area as well as Iran, Irand YemenThe GRC
currently has offices in Geneva, Switzerland; Jedd
Saudi Arabia; and Cambridge, UK.

The participatingspecialistsvereDr. Abdulaziz
Sager, Chairman and Founder of the Gulf Researt
Center; Dr. Chrigan Koch, Director of the Gulf
Research Center Foundation; and Dr. Mustafa Ale
Senior Advisor and Research Program Director at
Gulf Research CenteNational Council President &
CEO Dr. John Duke Anthony served as moderatol
the discussion. Thepecialists offered insight and
comments on the state of the UAab relationship,
prospects f or | amtheefects
changes in the Arab world on the Gulf regadang
with analysis obtherGulf region developments

Audio, video, angictures from the program are
available on the National Council's website:
ncusar.organd on the Council's Facebook page:
facebook.com/ncusar

Dr. Mustafa Alani, Senior Advisor and Research Program
Director at the Gulf Research Center

1

The National Council hosted &riefing eventfeaturing leaders
from the Gulf Research Center at tHeayburn House Office
Building on Capitol Hill.

Dr. Abdulaziz Sager, Chairman and Founder of the Gulf
Research Center

Dr. Christian Koch, Director of the Gulf Research Center
Foundation.

NationalCouncil onU.S.-ArabRelations- Council Chronicle Val5, No. 3

Page9 of 13


http://ncusar.org/
http://facebook.com/ncusar

National Council News and Notes

Model Arab League & Summer Intern Program Alumnus Joins Staff

In September the National Council welconigdon Lewis to its staff as a
Special Programs Assistant. Byroraist al umnus of the Cdaif
DC University Student Summer Internship Program and its Model Arab Leagu
student leadership development program. He ashistSounciiin the planning, o

support as well as liaising with partner individuals and institutions. Mr. Lewis | '
graduated from Miami University, Ohio with a focus on Middle Eastern and

Islamic Studies. Durinpi s ti me at Miami he ser v§ b ' a
Model Arab League delegation. Mr. Lewis is pursuing native fluency in Moderr
Standard Arabic and the Levantine dialect.

IMAX film "Arabia 3D" Now Playing in Theaters Across the World

The Acadeny Awardnominated producers &verestand
Grand Canyon Adventuteave a newMAX 3D Theatre
experience- Arabia 3D -- about the extraordinary culture
history, and religion of Arabia.

A combination of historical recreations and contemporal
scenes of earyday life,Arabia 3Dfollows the story oR22-
yearold SaudiArabian flmmaking student Hamzah
Jamjoom as he returns home from Chicago's De Paul
University to make a film about heountry'sculture. Ashe
discovers the roots of his people's ancient tius,
audiences learn how Arabian society developed througt
history into what it is today and discover a visually strikii
world of fascinating heritage.

In the film, audiences discover the lost city of Madain
Saleh, explore its ancient tombs, travel vétbamel
caravan along the early frankincense trade route, surviv
desert sandstorm, dive the coral reefs and shipwrecks c
Red Sea, experience the warmth of the wéaldous
Bedouinhospitality, and join in the annulajj pilgrimage,
where 23 million Muslimstravel toMakkahin the single
largest gathering of people on Eatudiencesarealso
exposed tanodernday Arabiaand explore its mix of
continuity and change.

Arabia 3Dis now playing inMAX, IMAX Dome and
IMAX 3D theatresaround the worldTo learn more about the film and find out where it is playing, visit
www.arabiafilm.com.
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